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Personal and institutional titles in the Islamic realm fall under the general term /agab
(pl. algab) which itself can refer both to a nickname and to a formal mark of honor.

In the latter sense they were rarely bestowed in the earliest periods but eventually
became a fairly standard means for the ruling authority to confer special recognition
and, with it, status to leading figures of the state. When the Fatimids first rose to
power in the far west, the local custom, in contrast to what was by then common in the
‘Abbasid east, tended to disparage the awarding of such titles as a mark of the
increasingly decadent Easterners, an affectation not in keeping with true Islam.
However the first Fatimid caliph al-Mahdi, who had come from the east not long
before his public ascension in January 297/910 and who considered the ‘Abbasids his
main rival, chose to adopt for himself just such a title, a sign of the very ongoing

conflict which apparently required that he outdo his enemy.

Paul E. Walker, “Titles of Honor and Status in the Fatimid Realm,” in: Robert Haug
and Steven Judd (eds.), Islam on the Margins. Studies in Memory of Michael
Bonner (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2023), p. 271 (—#Z& W) .
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