
Ⅰ 次の英文（The Mainichiの2025年2月2日付の記事【一部改変】）を読んで，後

の問い（問1～問15）に答えなさい。

A temple in Japan’s capital will soon offer “omikuji” paper fortune-

telling slips in Braille*, as
①
the writing system for blind people and those

with low vision celebrates its 200th year since being invented in France.

②
An international student from China who was fascinated with Japan’s

“omikuji” culture proposed the idea to the Araiyakushi Baishoin* temple in

Tokyo’s Nakano Ward. The temple worked with a welfare organization in the

ward, groups of Braille translation volunteers and others, aiming to have the

Braille omikuji ready this March. Omikuji in Braille are rare, and will give

people with visual impairments the chance to read their fortunes（ ③ ）.

④
Chen Guo, 26, came to Japan in spring 2023 and now studies at the

Nihon University Graduate School of Art while living in Tokyo. She first

became interested in omikuji five years earlier, when she drew one at

Asakusa’s Senso-ji temple on a trip with family. While there are omikuji in

China, she felt that the ones in Japan were more familiar to people, as

there are even foreign language versions available. While studying hard to

get into graduate school*, she was encouraged when she drew a fortune

reading, “The first half is painful, but results will follow.” She has drawn

around 100 fortunes on visits to shrines and temples so far.

After making it into graduate school in spring 2024 to study Japanese

local culture and architecture,
⑤
a thought struck her: How could blind people

and individuals with low vision enjoy omikuji? Even though
⑥
she had no

experience using Braille, nor had any friends with vision disabilities, she set

out to make Braille omikuji a reality.

解答範囲は，解答番号 1 から 35 までです。

＊印の語句には注があります。
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Online, she
⑦
happened to find the Nakano Ward visual impairment

welfare association. She contacted them, and met its head, 57-year-old

Hiroyuki Takahashi, that May to convey the idea.

Takahashi was surprised he had drawn fortunes before but
⑧
had

always relied on others to read them to him aloud. He hadn’t even thought

about reading one himself. After hearing the idea, he checked with those

around him but found no Braille omikuji in use. As a test, he asked a

volunteer to translate the one Chen had brought, and recalled thinking, “I

had never read a fortune slowly, and was happy to read my own fortune

myself.
⑨
It was fun.”

Other members of the organization with visual impairments, after also

trying to read them, gave positive feedback,（ ⑩ ）, “I like being able to

read without other people knowing about it,” and, “It’s nice to be able to

reread my fortune.” Since some members have only partially lost their sight

and cannot read Braille, Takahashi suggested having the omikuji feature QR

codes that allow the fortunes to be read out loud using a smartphone, and

is working with the Braille translation group on
⑪
this feature.

⑫
Araiyakushi became famous after the 17th century second Tokugawa

shogun Hidetada prayed for his child’s eye disease to be cured, and his

prayer was answered. People from not just the Edo area, but all over Japan

started visiting the temple and referring to it as a place to go for eye

healing.

The temple’s vice priest Shodo Nemoto, 48, who heard the proposal

from Chen and Takahashi, says he has been thinking about what he can do

for people with visual impairments in an inclusive society.

⑬
The usual omikuji at Araiyakushi have 64 levels of fortune from bad

to great luck, and are printed on a piece of paper around the size of one’s

palm. But, partly because Braille is read phonetically* and thus requires

more characters, converting a fortune into Braille including all the same

― 2 ―

information requires using both sides of two B5-size pages.

Two volunteer groups in Nakano Ward handled the translation task.

One of the volunteers said, “Braille translation was difficult as we struggled

with the historical kana orthography* written on the fortunes and the

question of what to do with kanji characters that were read differently in

different periods.”

Chen and Takahashi envisage* a future（ ⑭ ）Braille omikuji can

be drawn at shrines and temples across the country. Nemoto also expressed

high hopes, saying, “If this spreads to other temples, shrines and other

places, people with visual impairments will have more things to enjoy.”

［注］ Braille: 点字（法）

Araiyakushi Baishoin: 新井薬師として知られている寺院

graduate school: 大学院 phonetically: 発音通りに

orthography: 正書〔正字〕法 envisage: ～を心に描く

問1 下線部①の内容にもっとも近いものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 1

� Two hundred years have passed since the celebration of Braille in

France.

� Two centuries have passed since the creation of Braille in France.

� It has taken two hundred years for French people to complete

Braille.

� French people with low vision have celebrated Braille annually for

more than two centuries.
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問2 下線部② An international studentで始まる段落の内容と一致するものを一

つ選びなさい。

解答番号 2

� 新井薬師以外の多くの寺にも点字のおみくじがある。

� 新井薬師は点字のおみくじを制作するため寄付金を集めた。

� おみくじの文化に興味のある留学生が，新井薬師にある提案をした。

� 新井薬師で日本人の学生がボランティアとしておみくじを制作した。

問3 空所③に入れるのに，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 3

� on their own � along with them

� for its own sake � by itself

問4 下線部④ Chen Guoの説明として，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 4

� It was not until she drew omikuji in Japan that she became

interested in them.

� She had never been to Japan before she came to the country for

study.

� She felt fortunes were more familiar in China than in Japan.

� When she drew omikuji before she took an examination, she

became discouraged.
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一般選抜入試（中期日程） 英語（2月14日）

毎日新聞社提供
出典：‘Happy to read it myself ’: Tokyo temple to offer Braille ‘omikuji’ paper fortunes. The Mainichi, Feb 2, 2025.
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問5 下線部⑤の内容として，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 5

� She became interested in the architectural styles of Japanese

temples.

� She found out how to draw a fortune to get good luck.

� She wondered how people with visual impairments might enjoy

fortunes.

� She decided to enter graduate school.

問6 下線部⑥の意味として，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 6

� 目が不自由な友人がいたが，彼女は点字を使用したことがなかった。

� 目が不自由な友人がいたので，彼女は点字に親しみがあった。

� 彼女には点字を使用した経験があったが，友人たちにはなかった。

� 彼女は点字を使用した経験がなく，目が不自由な友人もいなかった。

問7 下線部⑦ happened to findの意味として，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びな

さい。

解答番号 7

� found by mistake � found by chance

� found by now � found by nature

問8 下線部⑧の意味にもっとも近いものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 8

� had always needed others’ help

� had always helped others

� had always refused others’ offer

� had always argued with others
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問9 下線部⑨ Itが指すものとして，もっとも近いものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 9

� drawing fortunes with others

� having others read fortunes aloud

� reading one’s fortune by oneself

� translating fortunes into Braille

問10 空所⑩に入れるのに，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 10

� in addition � for example � regarding � as a result

問11 下線部⑪ this featureの説明として，適当でないものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 11

� 実現に向けて，点字に翻訳する団体が協力している。

� おみくじの内容をスマートフォンの音声で確認できる。

� おみくじに付いた QRコードを使って，文字を拡大できる。

� 目が不自由で点字が読めない人の役に立つ。

問12 下線部⑫ Araiyakushiで始まる段落の内容と一致するものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 12

� 徳川家の将軍が自分の子どものために新井薬師を建立した。

� 江戸以外の地域から新井薬師にお参りに来る人はいなかった。

� 自分の病気の治癒を祈願するため, 徳川家の将軍が新井薬師にお参りした。

� 新井薬師は眼病治癒を祈願する場所だと言われるようになった。

― 6 ―

問13 下線部⑬ The usual omikujiで始まる段落の内容と一致するものを一つ選び

なさい。

解答番号 13

� 点字おみくじは手のひらサイズの紙一枚に印刷される。

� 点字おみくじは用紙二枚の両面に印刷する必要がある。

� 点字おみくじは従来のおみくじよりも種類が多い。

� 点字おみくじは従来のおみくじよりも記述内容が少ない。

問14 空所⑭に入れるのに，もっとも適当なものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 14

� from which � by which � in which � to which

問15 本文の内容と一致するものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 15

� Braille translation of fortunes was easier than expected because

kanji characters were read the same way in any period.

� Some temples avoid offering fortunes with QR codes.

� Foreign language versions of fortunes are available in China.

� Compared to the usual fortunes, Braille ones need more characters

to convey the same information.
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Ⅱ 次の英文を読んで，後の問い（問1～問5）に答えなさい。

The invention of the internal combustion engine*, in which fuel is

burned, has had a major effect on humankind. It led to the invention and

manufacture of the first motor car (1885), which revolutionized road travel.

①
Until the arrival of the motor car, road travel was mainly conducted

on horseback or in horse-drawn carriages and it was very slow. In the late

eighteenth century, steam engines began to be used to power road vehicles,

but the venture was not successful as the steam vehicles were heavy and

inefficient.

At first, the prices of motor cars were far beyond the reach of the

average family. But in 1909, the American car manufacturer Henry Ford

launched what was called “a car for the multitude” and this led to the era

of popular motoring. Mass production of motor cars reached Europe after

World War I and, within a relatively short time, the car became affordable

in many countries by all but the poorest families.

②
Is the car a good thing for humankind? Its invention undoubtedly

meant that travel by road became much speedier and more comfortable, and

other parts of the country became much more accessible. If people had to

get to somewhere relatively far away for some urgent matter, they could do

so thanks to the car, and later thanks to the bus.

Travel by car became so speedy and comfortable that people began to

indulge in it regularly for pleasure. People would take day trips to the

countryside or take longer trips to more distant parts of the country. Thus

began an increased interest in the leisure travel market and this interest

was later to extend to overseas travel.

③
All this sounds as though the motor car is an extremely good thing

for humankind. However, there is a definite downside to the motor car. In

several ways it has proved to be a bad thing for humankind. Unfortunately,
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the motor car has turned out to be a potential killer. Of course, it is not

the car but the driver in most cases that is the cause of the killing, but

that comes to the same thing as far as the victims are concerned. Drivers

drive too fast or too carelessly and crash into other cars, causing injury or

death to other drivers and passengers, or they knock down innocent

pedestrians, also causing injury or death. In most countries, the death toll

caused by cars is quite considerable.

④
Stress is a serious modern condition, leading to both physical and

mental illnesses, and the motor car is a known contributor to many people’s

high stress levels. There are so many cars on the roads nowadays that

traffic jams are all too common, especially during rush hours. Drivers sit for

ages in queues of cars, full of frustration and getting more and more

stressed.

By far the biggest disadvantage of the motor car, however, is the

damage which it is doing to the environment. The emissions* from car

engines are a major cause of pollution in the atmosphere. This has an

immediate effect on our health, being thought to be at least a contributory

factor in asthma* and other respiratory disorders. Even more importantly, it

is thought to have a long-term negative effect on the planet, being a

contributor to global warming.

The advantages of the motor car to humankind are more immediately

obvious than the disadvantages. However, the disadvantages are more

serious and more far-reaching.

［注］ internal combustion engine: 内燃機関 emissions: 排出物
ぜんそく

asthma: 喘息
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問1 下線部① Untilで始まる段落，およびその次の段落の内容と一致しないものを

一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 16

� Steam-driven cars had been already invented by the late

eighteenth century.

� Mass production of motor cars began in Europe in the nineteenth

century.

� Road travel was very slow in the days when people had to rely on

horsepower.

� Henry Ford was responsible for the era of popular motoring,

making motor cars affordable.

問2 下線部② Is the carで始まる段落，およびその次の段落の内容と一致しない

ものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 17

� As motor cars became popular, people began to use them when

they traveled for pleasure.

� The invention of affordable motor cars made road travel speedier

and more comfortable.

� People hesitated to take a long trip by motor car, although they

regularly drove to work.

� The popularity of leisure travel by motor car encouraged people to

get interested in traveling abroad.

―10―

問3 下線部③ All thisで始まる段落の内容と一致するものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 18

� There is no denying that the motor car is an extremely good thing

for humankind.

� Most traffic accidents are not caused by mechanical failures but by

human errors.

� Careless driving often results in killing people walking on

pedestrian bridges.

� The number of traffic accident casualties is decreasing thanks to

the invention of safer cars.

問4 下線部④ Stressで始まる段落，およびその次の段落の内容と一致するものを

一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 19

� The biggest downside of the motor car is that it makes people

more stressed.

� It is known that driving in heavy traffic is less stressful because

you can drive slowly.

� The air pollution caused by the motor car not only affects human

health but also the planet.

� Even if we breathe in the emissions from car engines, we will not

be harmed right away.

―11―

問5 本文の内容と一致するものを一つ選びなさい。

解答番号 20

� Although the motor car has several problems, its benefits are far

more important to humankind.

� It was before the internal combustion engine was invented that

the first motor cars became available.

� The motor car has made our life much more convenient, but its

negative effects should not be ignored.

� We should prohibit the use of motor cars so that we can make

our planet more sustainable.

―12―
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Ⅲ
Ａ 次の会話文を読んで，（ ）内に入れるのに，もっとも適当なものを一つ選

びなさい。

⑴ A: Look! They’re flying south.

B:（ 21 ）

A: Why do you say that?

B: Well, for one thing, they never need passports!

解答番号 21

� Swallows are so lucky.

� I envy the Smiths.

� It’s nicer up north.

� They must have their visas.

⑵ A:（ 22 ）

B: Yeah, Anika had her backpack stolen.

A: That’s terrible. Was anything important inside?

B: Yes, her passport and all her money.

解答番号 22

� Something is fascinating about the airport.

� They don’t care why they go to the airport.

� You never know where to go in the airport.

� I heard something bad happened at the airport.

―13―

⑶ A: You look unhappy.

B: Yeah, I missed the last bus.

A: Oh no!（ 23 ）

B: I know. I won’t make that mistake again.

解答番号 23

� Why not go with some friends?

� It’s really difficult for me.

� What time did it say there?

� You should’ve checked the schedule.

⑷ A: Did you see the accident?

B: No, I just heard the crash. So I called 119.

A: When the ambulance arrived, was she awake?

B:（ 24 ）There were too many people around then.

解答番号 24

� Could you tell me?

� I couldn’t hear them.

� I couldn’t really tell.

� They arrived in about five minutes.

⑸ A: This view is amazing, isn’t it?

B: Yes, it’s beautiful. I wonder why this hotel room was so cheap.

A:（ 25 ）

B: That’s alright we have to leave by dawn, anyway.

解答番号 25

� Maybe because the windows face a wall.

� Well, you know it comes with breakfast.

� The music from the downstairs café is quite loud at night.

� Maybe it gets a lot of sunlight in the morning.

―14―

Ｂ 次の会話文を読んで，（ ）内に入れるのに，もっとも適当なものを下の

選択肢�～�の中から一つずつ選びなさい。（同じものは一度しか使えません。）

解答番号は 26 から 30 までです。

A:（ 26 ）

B: I tried that new Thai place near the station. The green curry was

amazing!

A: I’ve heard good things about it. Was it spicy?

B: Not as spicy as I had expected.（ 27 ）

A: Sounds delicious. I usually go to the ramen shop across from it.

B:（ 28 ）Their miso ramen is by far the best I’ve ever had in Kyoto.

A:（ 29 ）The chef, who trained in Sapporo, really knows what he’s

doing.

B:（ 30 ）

A: A little. I’m trying to learn some simple recipes.

B: Let me know how that goes. I’m always looking for new ideas.

� I agree.

� Oh, I like that place, too.

� I should watch my weight.

� We rarely have the chance to do that today.

� Is green your favorite color?

� What did you have for lunch today?

� Actually, it was milder and better than the one I had in

Bangkok.

� Do you cook at home much?

―15―

Ⅳ ［ ］内の選択肢によって空所を埋め，日本文の意味を表す英文を作るとき，

○印の空所にくるものは何ですか。その選択肢の番号をマークしなさい。

⑴ あなたの英語の先生が誰なのか教えていただけますか。

解答番号 31

Would ○ is?

［� your � telling � English � you � me � mind

� who � teacher］

⑵ 二足の長靴を一足分の値段で買いました。

解答番号 32

I ○ of one.

［� boots � for � got � of � pairs � price

� the � two］

⑶ 宇宙の起源は，私が何も知らない謎である。

解答番号 33

The ○ nothing.

［� is � which � know � origin � about � a mystery

� of the universe � I］

⑷ 抗議があるにもかかわらず，新しいビルが建設中である。

解答番号 34

New buildings ○ them.

［� in � built � the protests � spite � are � of

� against � being］
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⑸ これまでずっと健康に恵まれたことに感謝している。

解答番号 35

I’m ○ this time.

［� been � given � good � grateful � health � all

� I’ve � that］
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