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| have always wanted to pursue a master’s degree because it allows me to delve deeper into a subject. My
undergraduate degree was in Japanese Studies, and when Russia started a war in Ukraine, | had the
opportunity to come to Japan as an exchange student at Ryukoku University for a year. At that point, |
knew | wanted my master’s research to be meaningful and globally relevant, so | started exploring my
options.

After speaking with several professors at Ryukoku, | learned about a relatively new master’s specialization
in Global Studies and decided to give it a try. Now, | am conducting research on the representation of
Ukrainian refugees in Japanese media, and | feel deeply inspired by both my teachers and my classmates.
In every class, | enjoy the engaging discussions and the freedom to openly talk about global issues.
Everyone is passionate and supportive, which motivates me to keep exploring and learning. | am very
satisfied with my decision to join Ryukoku University's Graduate School of International Studies, as it has
provided an excellent environment to nurture my research ambitions. This experience will undoubtedly
prepare me for the challenges and opportunities that the future may hold.
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