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If you live in one of the so-called “developing nations”, it seems (1)_____ to argue that
improving production capacity is a positive thing. After all, the (2 one produces,
the more profit can be obtained. If you happen to join a company, your boss will most likely
emphasize the importance of increasing profit. You will probably gain respect from your

colleagues if you suggest new ways to market your company products. And if you manage
to (3) the public that your products are indispensable, nobody in your company will
fear bankruptey.

[ ], there is a serious flaw with this kind of thinking. 200 years ago, the majority of the

population throughout the world were farmers. Whether you were born in Japan,
Germany or Brazil, you would have recognized the value of agriculture and working in
harmony with (4 . The rise of the merchant class and subsequent industrial
revolution inverted these values. The two world wars in the twentieth century
demonstrated the importance of factories and assembly lines. The politicians who came
into power after this terrible loss of life, emphasized the (5) and economie prosperity.
However, beginning in the 1960s, intellectuals and erities began to question the wisdom
of pursuing endless economic growth. Today, few people can deny that global warming is
likely to pose serious challenges to all living creatures as natural disasters multiply. It is
time that politicians and the business world come {0 vecognize that endless growth is

harmful to our planet.
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(1) A irrational B. superstitious C.reasonable D. illogical
(2) A although B.most C. worstD. more
(3) A harm B. persuade C. antagonize D. isolate
(4) A. nature B. companies C. politicians D. music
(5) A. debt B.animals C.GDP D. soldiers
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A. However B.Allthesame C, Nevertheless D. Despite
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A. The benefits of economic prosperity
B. The importance of raising GDP
C. The limits of economic growth
D. Agriculture and business
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A. Intellectuals B. Politicians C. CEOs D. Colleagues in the company
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