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Philosophers have long thought about the distinction between humans and
animals. The common view is that the ability to think is what ( @ ) humans

and animals. @The French philosopher René Descartes, who is considered the

father of modern philosophy, argued that animals can imitate human actions,
but they cannot act deliberately. For example, ( ® ) some birds have the
ability to repeat some of the words that they hear, they do not know what they
are saying. The simple reality that animals cannot verbally communicate with

us appears to support the above argument.

@A lot of recent research, however, suggests that many animals have
emotional and cognitive* capacities. Such research indicates that some
animals have emotional reactions to their living conditions, and some animals
even demonstrate powerful emotional bonds with other members of their
species as extended family members. Moreover, it has also become clear that

some animals have the ability to reason.

Given (®these findings, it seems as though treating animals well is

important. A number of people have long argued that humans should show
compassion toward animals. In recent decades, some have argued that
animals actually have (  ® ) that should be respected. For example,
contemporary Australian scholar Peter Singer has famously argued that
treating humans and animals based on different standards represents

“(Mspeciesism.” Treating someone poorly because of that person’s gender is

considered sexism*, and discriminating against someone because of that



person’s race is considered racism. According to this point of view, then, not
caring about an animal’s welfare because it is an animal is speciesism. Singer
argues that even though humans and animals are not equal in terms of ability,
they are equal in terms of deserving to be treated properly based on their
needs. Treating a human child properly therefore requires ( ®-a ) having
access to basic material necessities, ( ®-b ) having access to education. For a
pig, on the other hand, it simply means being given food and space to move

around freely with other pigs.

Despite these arguments, humans still ®use animals to benefit human
interests. However, only certain species can satisfy certain interests. For
instance, only animals with thick fur have been able to satisfy the desire for fur
products, while only large and powerful animals have been useful for labor.
When it comes to eating animals, biological and cultural reasons can explain

@@why only certain types of animals serve as sources of food. Biologically,

certain animals are easier to process into food, and as is the case in any other
industry, companies that produce meat strive to minimize costs and maximize
profits, and some animals are simply more economically viable* than others.

aDCultural values also influence what species people are willing to eat. For

example, in certain parts of Europe it is not entirely uncommon to eat frog legs
or horsemeat. In the United States, however, the thought of eating frogs
makes many feel sick since they are often seen as disgusting creatures, while
eating horses is considered morally wrong since they are seen as companion
animals. Therefore, while the kind of animals people are willing to eat
changes from culture to culture, it is clear that people are not willing to eat
animals that they consider too disgusting, but they are also unwilling to eat

animals that they consider too likable.



The human-animal distinction makes sense based on the fact that humans
have incredibly sophisticated linguistic* skills, and they are the only creatures
who can control so much of their surrounding environment. However, some

people argue that @a human being is also an animal. Seen in this way, it may

simply be the case that humans, like top predators™® in the wild, can do as they
please by virtue of their power over other animals.

However, given that we have dmoral standards that apply to so many

things in life, it makes sense that morality should also apply to the way that we
deal with animals. Exactly what moral standards should apply to animals is a

matter for debate, and this debate will likely continue for a long time.

GE) cognitive: 83D sexism: =5l
viable: IEMN N3  linguistic: EED
predators: HEE

(HE2:Soete, D. F. (2014). Making Sense of the World: Wisdom through
Knowledge. pp.32-34. Tokyo: Seibido.)
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(@ Animals acquire language skills in a different way from humans.
@ Animals communicate with humans by imitating their behavior.
(3 Some animals can express emotions similar to those of humans.

@ Animals differ from humans in that they act without thought.
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(D Strong emotional bonds can be shared among members of the same
species.

@ The ability to think logically is seen in some animals.

(3 Researchers observe environmental influence on some animals’ moods.

(@ Some animals treat other species as their family members.
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@ take advantage of animals
@ review the treatment of animals
(® deepen mutual understanding

@ stir humans’ curiosity about animals
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(D People’s preference in animal meat has changed with the times.
@ Americans think eating companion animals is immoral.
3 Frogs and horses are used for food in some areas of Europe.

(@) People try to avoid eating animals that they feel affection for.
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(D People have already agreed on the moral law for animals.

(2 The debate about animals’ moral sense will continue for a while.

(® Humans should extend their morality toward other creatures.

@ It is unlikely that human morals contribute to animal welfare.
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