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“Dressing the part: Secularism as Security in Turkey”
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“Becoming ‘modern’: Revisiting the first territorial dispute in Sino-Japanese
diplomatic history”
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"Destined to Overcome: Kyoto School and modernity“
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“Watsuji Tetsuro’s critique of ‘Overcoming Modernity’ and its application to
Japan’s East Asian existence"
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Research Institute for International Society and Culture (RIISC)

“East Asia beyond Modernity”

Date & Time: December 17 (Fri), 2021
15:15~18:25 (GMT+9)

Online symposium via Google meet
Link to Google meet: https://meet.google.com/jye-gvma-mts

In the summer of 1942, leading Japanese intellectuals attended a symposium to discuss Japan’s
massive cultural and technological transformations since the Meiji era, with an expressed purpose to
“overcome modernity.” The term became a buzzword in wartime Japan, and their discussions “marked
not only by a turn toward fascism but also by a profound sense of cultural crisis and anxiety” (Calichman
2008). 80 years on, the emergence of the so-called New Cold War makes it even more pressing to
examine the extent to which we have gone beyond various totalizing tendencies and struggles for
identity (or failed to do so) in East Asia. From the perspectives of history, philosophy, religion, gender,
international relations, and postcolonial studies, participants of this Shabunken Symposium will discuss
the lingering issues of modernity in the region and beyond, including past and renewed efforts to
overcome it.

Presenters:
Pinar BILGIN (Bilkent University, Turkey)

“Dressing the part: Secularism as Security in Turkey”

Ching-Chang CHEN (Ryukoku University, Japan)
“Becoming ‘modern’: Revisiting the first territorial dispute in Sino-Japanese
diplomatic history”

Young Chul CHO (Jeonbuk National University, Korea)
“South Korea's co-constitution and appropriation of Western modernity”

Takeshi HAMASHITA (Ryukoku University, Japan)
“Modernity beyond social sciences and humanities”

Jungmin SEO (Yonsei University, Korea)
“Bounded imaginations: Tyranny of nationalisms in Northeast Asia”

Kosuke SHIMIZU (Ryukoku University, Japan)
“Destined to Overcome: Kyoto School and modernity”

Taku TAMAKI (Loughborough University, United Kingdom)
“Watsuji Tetsuro's critique of 'Overcoming Modernity’ and its application to

Japan’s East Asian existence”

Atsuko WATANABE (Kanazawa University, Japan)
“Masao Maruyama and the limit of historicization”

Chairs:

Seiko Mimaki (Takasaki City University of Economics, JAPAN)

Emilian KAVALSKI (Jagiellonian University, Poland)

Contacts: shabunken@ad.ryukoku.ac.jp  RIISC : Yoshimura, Kojima
garc@ad.ryukoku.ac.jp GARC : Kataoka , Park
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