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Preface

Most people take it for granted that they can marry the person they love. Yet,
there are people in Japan who do not have equal rights for marriage. The
reason they cannot get married is because they love someone of the same sex.
Among the nations in the Group of Seven (G7), Japan is the only country
that does not accept same-sex marriage or same-sex civil unions. Although
the number of local municipalities issuing same-sex partnership certificates
is gradually increasing, their legal validation is limited. So marriage equality
has not been achieved yet. On Valentine’s Day this year, 13 same-sex couples
filed a lawsuit against Japanese government, arguing the country’s rejection
of equal marriage is a violation of constitutional rights. What does it mean
for same-sex couples to be able to get married? What do same-sex couples
want from marriage? In order to learn more about same-sex marriage, I
visited two married gay couples in the Castro neighborhood of San Francisco.
Visible with numerous rainbow flags flying in the wind everywhere, the
Castro has been a symbol of the LGBTQ movement ever since the activist

Harvey Milk fought for gay civil rights in the 1970s. Seeking freedom, many



LGBTIQ people move to San Francisco even now. I would like to take this
opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to those who participated in the
discussion: an alumnus of Ryukoku University, Keisuke Lee-Miyaki and his
partner Thomas Joseph Lee-Miyaki, and Stuart Gaffney and John Lewis
from Marriage Equality USA.

This booklet series was born in the hope of providing various role models
for LGBTQ students. After publishing the previous volume about job
hunting and the careers of 5 LGBTQ alumni of Ryukoku University, many
people requested an English translation. In response to requests, I added
English in the latter half of this volume. I hope that this volume will provide
an opportunity to think about marriage equality, coming out and support for
LGBTQ students for people not only associated with Ryukoku University,
but university students, faculty and staff all over the country, families, and
everyone who supports us.

March 2019

Keisuke Yoshimoto
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Keisuke Lee-Miyaki (Keisuke)

Keisuke Lee-Miyaki is a minister’s assistant and chaplain at the Buddhist Church
of San Francisco (BCSF). He completed his Clinical Pastoral Education in 2018 at
the University of California, San Francisco. He was diagnosed HIV Positive in
2012 and lives as a public example against stigma. He has a Master’s degree in
Shin-Buddhist Studies from Ryukoku University. From 2008 to 2012, he worked
as a Honganji priest/staff at Osaka Ozaki Betsuin and Hiroshima Betsuin. Keisuke
married his husband, T. J., at a multi-denominational international Buddhist

wedding at BCSF in 2016.

Thomas Joseph Lee-Miyaki (T.J.)

T.J. Lee-Miyaki is an Interventionist in the Integrative Health Analysis Program at
Positive Resource Center. He has been a part of the HIV Positive and HIV
Prevention and LGBT Cancer communities in San Francisco for over 25 years. He
is in his second term as a Council Member of the SF HIV Community Planning
Council, a former two term Ryan White CARE Council Member, a former one
term member of the Long Term Care Coordinating Council and a former four term
member of the American Cancer Society’s CA LGBT Health Equity Team. He has
worked at Shanti Project, San Francisco AIDS Foundation and served as the
Program Manager for the SF CARE Council. He has volunteered at Project Open

Hand, Shanti, SFAF, AIDS LifeCycle and Healing Waters Wilderness Adventures.
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Stuart Gaftney (Stuart) and John Lewis (John)

Stuart Gaffney and John Lewis have been two of the leaders of the marriage
equality movement for 15 years. Together as a couple for over 30 years, they were
one of the first ten same-sex couples to marry legally in the United States in 2004
and were one of the parties in the historic 2008 lawsuit that brought same-sex
marriage to California. For years, they were leaders of Marriage Equality USA and
have appeared many times in national and international media. Their family is
mixed race Chinese and European American, and Stuart and John were also leaders
of the organization, Asian Pacific Islander Equality. They now direct the non-profit

educational organization Marriage Equality, http://marriageequality.me.

Stuart and John often speak at universities and community events. They have
traveled to Japan to give talks on marriage and LGBTIQ equality on multiple
occasions and have met with numerous Japanese activists. John and Stuart are
international advisors to the Japanese nonprofit Global Oneness which promotes
LGBTIQ understanding in Japan. They also consulted on the 2018 Japanese

documentary “Of Love and Law.”

John is a lawyer and wrote briefs to the United States Supreme Court in the 2013
and 2015 marriage equality cases. He graduated in the top 10 percent of this class
from Stanford Law School in Stanford, California. Stuart is a Project Director at
the University of California, San Francisco Center for AIDS Prevention Studies

and a part-time filmmaker. He is a graduate of Yale University.
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Keisuke Yoshimoto (Yoshimoto)

Keisuke Yoshimoto is Associate Professor of Linguistics in the Department of
Policy Science at Ryukoku University in Kyoto, Japan. He obtained a PhD in
Linguistics from the University of Essex, UK in 2010. He is the leader of the 2018
Ryukoku University Human Rights Project “Toward a University that Respects the
Diversity of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.” He has been involved in
raising awareness of LGBTQ rights through various activities at university.
Ryukoku University received Gold at the PRIDE Index 2018 run by the nonprofit

organization “work with Pride” in Japan. He edited and translated this volume.
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At a Café in the Castro

September 16, 2018

Steps toward Marriage Equality

Yoshimoto: Talking about Japan, as of September 2018, 9 cities and wards
in Japan issue same-sex partnership certificates, but the certificates have
limited legal validation. With partnership certificates, couples can have
hospital visitation rights, or if they contract with a monthly phone plan, they
can have a family discount. But if they move out of the city or ward, the
certificate is not effective anymore -- so they have limited legal power. Same-
sax partnership certificates started in 2015 in Shibuya Ward in Tokyo, and
recently major cities such as Sapporo, Fukuoka and Osaka started issuing
them.! Gradually people’s attitudes are changing, but I feel it’s still far away
to legalize same-sex marriage in Japan. Today, I want to know how same
sex-marriage has been achieved in the US, about the process of achieving
same sex-marriage.

John: I think we actually might want to start at the very beginning. In the
US, the process of coming out is very important. Coming out in the US
means taking what’s inside of yourself, coming to terms with it for yourself,
and then taking the step to first maybe tell your best friends, then other close
friends, and finally taking the very brave step to tell your family. Telling your
family is sometimes difficult because love of your family is something

probably important to everybody around the world. Then, from that place,
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the safety net, gay people then take the risk to tell their coworkers, their
neighbors, and more and more people. Something that has happened in the
US is that people began coming out in greater numbers in the 1970s with
Harvey Milk,> who is most famous for his call, “Come out!”. And he
famously said if everybody came out right now, we would end homophobia
and discrimination in a second. But of course, it’s not that easy. It’s not that
easy in the US. We understand, of course, it’s not that easy in Japan. We have
different cultures in Japan and the US, but coming out can be a profound
human experience in both cultures. It is a challenge both in America and
Japan. But this happened slowly step by step, and it actually began slowly
before Harvey Milk also. People were coming out in the 1960s and even in
the 1950s. The first lesbian organization was founded here in San Francisco,
by two women who were brave enough to come out, and they were brave
enough to say, “We want other women who don’t even understand that they
are gay, don’t even understand that there are other people like this, to have a
place to meet.”® So this is a foundation. Then what happened was that as
many people slowly started coming out, more and more people, just average
everyday persons got to know gay people. The first intention for LGBTQ
people to come out is that they want to be happy themselves. They have a
secret inside them. And it is truly destroying them. Because holding your
inclination to love another human being as a secret inside, for Americans, is
very difficult to do. And it led to a lot of depression, a lot of very bad
emotional experiences, and of course suicides too. Because people didn’t feel

that they could be who they are. So they came out to be happy themselves,
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and to be well. They started doing this as beneficial to themselves. But in the
process of doing that, they told many people, and something that is magical
about LGBTQ movement is that by people doing something that is very
healthy for themselves, they ended up helping millions of other people at the
same time. And to me, this relates very much to the core of Buddhism -- the
wish to be happy in our lives, basic happiness, free from suffering and that
in Buddhism we awake from suffering not just for ourselves but for the
benefit of everyone. I think these are basic Mahayana principles, correct?
The LGBTQ movement embodies this. Not in the name of Buddhism per se,
but having to hide that you are gay causes great suffering for many LGBTQ
people, and coming out lessens this suffering. But we can also benefit
everybody by actually helping ourselves too in coming out. In the 1970s,
speaking about gay men particularly, it was sexual liberation: to be able to
actually act to be yourself, to connect romantically and sexually with partners.
For lesbians, it was also connecting to the women’s movement, to the sense
of women actually being full human beings, respected equal human beings.
I think there is an interesting parallel between LGBTQ people and women.
In Japan also, women face struggles to being equal members of society.
Common links. As gay people were seen more visibly in America, too often
they were seen in a narrow way, for example, as a sexual person, or as a
person who was funny, you know, as a person next door who has a wonderful
sense of humor, or the great body, or great clothes. The television show:
Queer Eye for the Straight Guy. But a tragedy happened in the US. The
tragedy was HIV and AIDs that happened all around the world. But it
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happened terribly in the US with gay men, and something changed drastically.
Many gay people who had AIDS and were hiding their sexuality could not
hide it anymore. So, it brought out more people coming out, revealing who
they were. And the connection with families, sometimes were horrible --
some families rejected them but some families really cared for them.
Stuart: It also accessed in some ways America’s sense of compassion for
gay Americans for the first time. Gay men were deserving care, love and
compassion.

John: Exactly. So, that is another pivotal step that happened. And profound
learning took place within the gay community: how to care for each other,
not the idea that you are just going to be friends who go to the parties, go to
the bars, or sexual partners. We were in crisis. Nobody was helping us.
People were dying very quickly. We learned to care for each other. It helped
create in America the hospice ideal which is now becoming an ideal for
everybody. America started to see gay people who were sick and dying as
somebody that they had compassion for. It wasn’t just they were the party
people. They were human beings that we can feel for. And that grew over
time, and another pivotal moment was The NAMES Project AIDS Memorial
Quilt.*It just started as one little project, and then millions of people around
the country did something that humanized gay people.

Stuart: So, each one of the quilt pieces represented the personal story of
someone who had died of AIDS. Like the coming-out process, the quilt
showed thousands and thousands of personal stories which reached out

across the country and around the world to change hearts and minds.
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John: Then, at the same time this was happening, a lot of gay women and
men, especially lesbians, wanted to have children. They wanted to have
families. And it is a very wrong stereotype that gay people don’t want family.
We actually love children. We love families. So, especially lesbians started
having children. And these children were like any other children. From a
pure perspective of protections for families, we needed marriage equality.
These new gay LGBTQ families -- they needed protections in many
important ways with respect to children -- with adoptions, with healthcare,
with schools, all these things. And another very important thing is children
themselves at school got to know each other, and they realized there were
kids with straight parents and there were kids with gay parents or lesbian
parents. And parents and children asked: Why should one child’s family not
be respected in the same way as another child’s family? Why should one
child have a second-class family? Do they not have the same protection,
should there be a death of a parent or divorce? But they did not have the same
dignity. Then, at the same time with gay men -- it was just one community
at that point -- we all were saying, “Well, it is good that people have
sympathy for a person with HIV or AIDS. But we really want to claim our
full humanity in this society. The idea that ’'m a fully loving person. I’'m not
just somebody to have sympathy for. Not just the person next door. I’'m a full
human being with full complexity. And I love, and I have committed
relationships that you might not know about, because you don’t see it on the
media, you just see all the stereotypes.” So, with these facts coming together,

people started to say, “Hey, we want to have the right of freedom for full
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marriage, we want our family, our love to be fully respected; most
importantly, our love to be seen as equal to everybody else in love. And no
human being loves another human being in a second-class way. No human
being loves another person less than another human being loves another
person.” This was the profound message from the LGBTQ community, and
that’s why full marriage equality is very important here in the US, both for
these protections we were talking about, for people with children, but also
for individuals, like immigration rights and insurance. Health insurance in
America is often based on family relationships. In the US, many things, over
1500 rights and responsibilities and benefits come with a marriage license.
And the sense that as an LGBTQ person, my love is no less than anyone
else’s love, and my dignity as a human being, the respect I deserve is fully
equal to anybody else, and this is the way that we can live in our society
together. So, these are the things that brought us to marriage equality. One
last thing, that I think is something very interesting to talk about in the
American LGBTQ movement is that probably everybody who is gay, | can
almost say everyone, has struggled when they were young either as an
elementary school student, a high school student, or a college student. We
have had inner turmoil, a feeling that we will not be accepted. I know
personally that this experience hurt me, because [ remember at first [ was too
scared to come out and be myself, and I also know that if I didn’t, I will be
destroyed inside. So, coming to that point, I and many others took the risk to
come out. We said we have to do it. So many people in the movement want

to make things better for young people. Because we know what it felt like to
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be struggling when we were young. We don’t want a young LGBTQ person
to have to go through what we did. So, it’s a beautiful motivation, and
intention to try to make how we suffered not have to happen for others. So,
that’s a long answer!

Yoshimoto: You said that around Harvey Milk time people started coming
out. I saw your website of Marriage Equality USA which talks about how to
achieve marriage equality.” You need to educate the community, tell the
stories, interact effectively with the media, but these come together with
coming out. In a culture and society where it is very difficult for people to
come out, how can we make marriage equality happen? I guess in Japan
many people are afraid of coming out, afraid of being judged, and people
still have strong stereotypes about gay men. So, my question is how marriage
equality can be achieved without coming out.

T.J.: A lot of people I know of thought we would never see gay marriage in
their life time. I thought I would be in my 60s when it happens, but it
happened when I was 47. I figured all these older politicians go, and people
get a little bit better every 10 years, and move forward, in my opinion. It’s
scary. People have to take a risk. [ remember being 13-year-old kid, thinking
about coming out to my family, then on the next day, Harvey Milk was shot.
And I knew I was going to just hide myself. It’s scary. People just have to
take the chance. Put themselves out there. Their life may be different, but the
way I look at it is sometimes we sacrifice things for ourselves, so we can
move to the next generation forward.

Keisuke: I learned from the LGBT community in San Francisco that in Japan
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there is so strong internalized homophobia.’ There are silent voices,
culturally and at the community level, the message that we cannot be
different from the majority. That is such a huge pressure. And also, I was
very afraid to come out as gay because a lot of teachers and classmates at my
elementary, middle and high schools were saying a joke about homosexuality
like connecting only with sexual activities; gay equals having sex with an
anal and a penis, and that’s all. I didn’t learn anything about it at school. I
was so afraid of being judged by others as a sexually very active boy in an
immoral way. So, I kept internalized homophobia. I hated myself to be gay.
Also including myself as HIV positive happening in my life, I hated myself
more. Japanese people need a model to respect the full aspect of gay not just
as sexual activities but as human dignity, that they live an ordinary life. It’s
kind of challenging because in Japan no one wants to be a target or be
targeted, or to be different from the community.

Yoshimoto: The difference between the US and Japan is that Japan is more
mono-culture than the US. Most Japanese people feel that we don’t want to
stand out from others. Not only about sexuality, but in any ways, we want to
be like the others, like the majority people. I guess that’s one of the big
reasons why people don’t want to come out in Japan.

Stuart: I’d just like to add that there is no right or wrong way to come out,
just like there is no right or wrong way to be an activist, or to make change.
Especially as an initial step, it is really important to come out in a way that
is safe to you. For most people, telling every single person in their lives is

not a good first step. It’s too scary and not going to be safe. Probably the
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better first step for most people would be to choose one person, one trusted
person, someone that really cares about you and is non-judgmental, and tell
that person -- then build a relationship where you can be who you really are
with that person, and hopefully you can keep growing from there. I also think
in America but also in other cultures, there are different ways to make change.
People use the position where they are. Some people feel that they can be
very open. So, in our culture it made a big difference when some people who
have a lot of visibility came out like when Ellen DeGeneres came out.” That
is the moment people really remember even now although much time has
passed. But people are like I remember where I was when that episode of
Ellen was on TV and when she was on the cover of Time magazine, saying
“I’m gay.” For many people, that was actually a pivotal moment of a different
kind of openness in the culture. But for other people, maybe they actually
can’t come out publicly. But they can make changes in some small ways.
Maybe they can influence the company where they work to make changes in
their policy that will help their coworkers. Or maybe they have some
influence in the neighborhood, or in a town. In America, there were lots of
debates about whether we should be pursuing domestic partnerships/civil
unions, or whether it should be marriage equality or nothing. And the people
who preferred different strategies sometimes were not happy with each other.
Some people said that if you accept the domestic partnership, then you are
making it harder for us to get marriage. Then people who favored domestic
partnership would say your all or nothing approach means that we are going

to have nothing. But in reality, by people pursuing all these different
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strategies, they were actually working toward the same goal of changing
society. All of their efforts resulted in more awareness of LGBTQ lives and
relationships. Something like Ellen’s coming out and other high visibility
moments, were kind of pushing things forward in a big way. I think it’s true
for the nation and certainly for us here in San Francisco that another big
moment was when San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom opened the door of
City Hall on February 12, 2004 and said you no longer need to be one man
and one woman to be married. In fact, we don’t even need to know your
gender, you just need to be two human beings. That’s the only requirement
for marriage. These were the first marriage licenses issued in the US to same-
sex couples. This was a worldwide news event, and those marriages went on
for 30 days.® People came from not only all over the country, from 46 states,
but from eight countries around the world, thinking that this might be the one
chance in a lifetime to get married. People actually camped out overnight in
the rain, thinking if they miss the chance, they may never get the marriage
license. When John and I went to City Hall, we witnessed huge outpourings
of love, and actually it wasn’t just the couples who wanted to get married,
but there were people who came to celebrate the couples who got married.
In really an amazing way, we saw people at their best. Both couples and
anonymous strangers who were just so moved by people doing everything
they could to show their love. I remember one moment as we stood back and
observed, and John said, “This is actually the next step in the coming-out
process. This is not just coming out and saying, ‘Guess what? I’m gay.’ This

is saying, ‘I’m gay and this is who I love. I’'m gay and this is how I form a
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family. I’'m gay and this is who I want to spend the rest of my life with.””
Suddenly, our loving relationships became the image of our movement. Just
as AIDS made a huge change in accessing for the first time the sense of
compassion for gay people -- that you are worthy of our care and compassion.
This, in a different way, accessed the America’s sense that we want to
celebrate with you, we are not just going to care for you being sick and dying,
we actually love that you are getting married. We want to give you a wedding
gift. That was a big change for America to experience that feeling that they
are actually caring about you. Also, it was a big change for gay people, “Wait.
You want to celebrate me? You are happy that ’'m getting married?” People
were really surprised. It was a really wonderful way for gay people, many of

them for the first time sort of stepped into marriage.

Traditional Weddings

John: The fun of our story of February 12, 2004 was that we had decided we
wanted to get involved in the marriage equality movement. We had heard
there was going to be a rally on the steps of San Francisco City Hall for
marriage equality. The day was called National Freedom to Marry Day.
Stuart could not go to the rally because he had a lunch meeting. I could go,
so I went to the rally to get involved. When I got there, I learned that
something incredible had just happened, that San Francisco has just opened
the door to gay couples to get married. [ was shocked and overwhelmed, like,

“Oh my God” But I had a big problem. No Stuart! You can’t get married by
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yourself! We wanted to get married. And I didn’t have a cell phone back then,
so | was waiting for a pay phone to call Stuart before his lunch meeting. And
a woman said, “Oh here, use my cell phone.” She just gave me her cell phone.
We were total strangers. But this sense of generosity and trust was just filling
the city. Kindness is great. It makes you feel good. And it’s contagious. So, I
got Stuart on the phone.

Stuart: It was the most urgent panicked wedding proposal ever. John
shouted: “You need to come to City Hall now! Come here now!” We really
thought that this opportunity would stop at any moment, that the court would
say, “Stop. Do not issue these marriage licenses.” So, the time was very
precious. That’s why it was sort of panic.

John: Nobody had ever gotten married in a legal setting in the US ever
before. When Stuart arrived, we went in. We showed up to get involved, and
we got to be one of the first 10 couples to get married as a same-sex couple.
Because we actually got involved. You know, we took that little step. We
always tell students to get involved with what you care about. Whatever it is.
Especially LGBTQ rights. Get involved. We had been together for 17 years.
We have been together for 31 years now. When we heard, “By the virtue of
the authority of the State of California, I pronounce you legally married,” it
was a transformative moment. Before I had felt there was part of me that was
saying to myself you are always going to be second best as a gay person.
That internalized homophobia, that sense of shame, even though I’ve been
openly gay and out for many years, was still parts of me. There were

negative messages that I was still holding. In the moment we got married,
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the two of us were having our love respected, I realized this was the first time
in my life that I felt I was an equal human being as a gay person.

Keisuke: Even when we went to the City Hall to get the marriage license, 1
assumed that they might give us a different color of marriage license.
Stuart: Like lavender.

Keisuke: It’s totally the same. I was very surprised.

John: The most hilarious moment of February 12, 2004 was when as gay
men the City gave us the pregnancy and family planning information they
give to straight couples! Because they were doing exactly the same for gay
couples as straight couples.

Stuart: Because they give it to everyone.

John: So, we laughed out loud. And we were saying to ourselves inside: “Yes,
they are treating us just the same.”

Stuart: I’m half Chinese, my mother is Chinese. So, we’ve done activism in
America in the Asian American community. One thing we did was after our
wedding at San Francisco City Hall, the next year for the Chinese Lunar New
Year, we and other groups like the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance put a float in
the new year parade to celebrate same-sex couples who got married in San
Francisco City Hall from the Asian American community. This float was
done with such great care to be completely culturally appropriate, respectful
and beautiful. The outfits we wore were for formal traditional Chinese
weddings. There was one important difference. There were two brides
together, and two grooms together.

John: One little difference!
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Stuart: At the beginning of the parade, the couples on the float, the group
who organized it, and people walking together, we had a talk with each other.
We didn’t know how the community lining the parade route were going to
respond to us. They may be happy, they may be silent, or they may be hostile.
They might yell at us, they may throw things at us. We had to be prepared
for everything. As we started down the parade route, we were going through
San Francisco Chinatown, with little aunties lining the parade route. They
could see our float coming, and see them looking, “Hmm, what is this float?”
Then, they saw two brides and two grooms, and then the look of recognition,
“Ohhh, that’s what it’s about.” And they started cheering, “Yay!” with
clapping hands. Not 100 percent. I would say 80 to 90 percent of people
wanted to celebrate. Marriage equality is not about those other people over
there, but it’s your own sons and daughters, it’s about your own cousins and
neighbors, your extended families, people you care about, people you know
from your own culture are getting married.

Keisuke: The acceptance by the community is very important aspect.
Actually, that’s why we chose to have a Buddhist wedding at my temple. I
felt I was finally accepted by the community as a human being, not a second
rank person, not a strange person. I’m also a human being. Also, it’s OK to
be a Buddhist. In Japan, Buddhist communities are associated with a patriotic
system, and Buddhist monks with a hereditary right are assumed to be
straight. Most organizations in Japan take it for granted, but it is really true?
Living in the US, I’'m not part of the patriotic system. But it’s OK. I'm

Buddhist and also gay, because the community accepted and celebrated it.
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That’s fine. About 200 people came to our wedding regardless of race, age,
gender and religion. Member of the temple all said, “Congratulations!
Omedeto!”

T.J.: The whole temple was very happy too. It’s interesting. Few days before
that, when I first met my future mother-in-law and sister-in-law and my niece
and nephew, he was like, “OK, we have to tell them.” Then, I go, “Tell them
what?”” and he said that I’'m gay. “You have to tell them 10 minutes before I
meet them?” “Uncle Keisuke is getting married. He is getting married to a
man.” And they said, “Can you do that?”

Keisuke: And my niece asked, “why?”” She was 7 years old. I was so afraid
to be out to children. My assumption in my brain said that gay relationship
is a very sexual thing because I internalized that message in Japan so many
times for almost 30 years. That’s why I was thinking, “Is it OK to tell
children? How can I tell children that I’'m gay and getting married.”

T.J.: I was like, “They are going to see it when we go up and married.” But
my niece was really great. We were trying not to hold each other’s hands that
day. At the end of the day, my niece comes around and grabbed our hands
and goes, “You two love each other. You two need to hold hands.” My niece
and nephew were wonderful kids. They didn’t phase them it at all that we are
gay.

Keisuke: I think fortunately they had not experienced internalized
homophobia yet.

John: Your story shows how deeply the two of you respect your family. You

cared so much about how they would be. You were so caring to them. You
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wanted them not to suffer. You wanted them to be OK. Of course, it cost you.
But it showed tremendous respect to your family.

Keisuke: I also remember wondering how to say I’'m gay to my aunt and my
sister. A lot of people said, “That’s OK. You can tell now, open your text
message, open your phone.” Everyone said so. But I was afraid if she said,
“No,” what should I do? Geographically Japan and the US are remote, so
how should I respond to her rejection, if it happens. It didn’t happen. But I
was very afraid.

John: It is so beautiful to hear that your niece brought your hands together
and joined them. It’s part of family and love. Could you tell us more about
how your family reacted once you told them that you are actually gay,
Keisuke?

Keisuke: In 2006, my mom asked me, “Keisuke, do you have a relationship
with male?” And I said, “No kidding, Mom.” Then my mom said, “Seriously!”
I avoided but at last I admitted that I had a long distance relationship with a
boyfriend living in Kyoto. Then, she cried. She said, “Because you are lonely,
you ran into gay relationship.” At that point, she was not understanding the
relationship between male and male. She expected it to be cured. Then she
revealed to my father. Literally she outed my sexuality to my father in 2007
or 2008. I was told by my father’s temple not to open my sexuality to the
public including my sister and brother. My father was surprised by the reality
that his son is gay. Also, I was experiencing hardship at the mother temple in
Kyoto, and I was very upset. But, [ wanted my relationship as gay to be

admitted by others. I didn’t want to tell a lie because it is very important to
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me. | needed a lot of courage to say that [ was getting married to T.J in 2015.
I wrote a letter to my father but still [ haven’t received a response from him.
But it is OK. I believe that is another style of compassion, not to judge, but
keep it quiet. We had a Buddhist style of wedding. We respected our culture
and traditional culture to fit in the community. That’s why a lot of Japanese
temple members accepted, some of them are definitely conservative. But as
long as we are following the Buddhist tradition, he wore kimono and I wore
Buddhist robe, and the conductor was the residence minister. Chanting
happened as well.

T.J.: I wish the photographer got the picture of my mother-in-law when she
saw me in kimono. Her expression was beautiful. We only told her the day
before, and she was very excited. She thought I would be wearing a suit. We
both wore kimonos for our wedding. We changed from western clothes for
the reception. We had a little sake toast in the community hall. It’s cute that
kids from Dharma school made us two baseball caps, one like very male
oriented and the other very bride oriented. It was cute. So, we put that on. I

still have them.

The Importance of Role Models and Sharing Personal Stories

T.J.: There are lots of different movements happening, the one that I
remember came out around the same time with National Coming Out Day is

Gay Money Day. Gay people put the money out there, and the community
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on the day to see how much money they get from LGBTQ people. It’s
working well because it broke down the boundary like I don’t know anybody
gay, “Oh, wait a minute. You know me.”

Yoshimoto: Can I ask what National Coming Out Day is?

T.J.: It’s October 11th, it happens every year. It’s about coming out. Coming
out to your friends, to your family. It started out as a movement and slowly
broke down the barriers. There is a little attempt to try to get recognition, and
it’s funny that people think that we are only species that have LGBTs, and
there is a theory that humans aren’t naturally LGBT. But every animal,
species have LGBT, so how could we be the only species on the planet that
are completely different.

John: I think it’s documented in 1500 species of animals. And on National
Coming Out Day, often schools have a week of LGBTQ programs, when
openly gay students present their stories, and other students can ask questions,
or guest speakers come and films are shown. Many of these things.

Stuart: What happened at the University of California, San Francisco is
there is a time when people who have already come out tell their stories. So,
people can hear, “How does that work for you? I’'m ready to do that. But I
want to learn from your example.”

T.J.: I’d like to mention about coming out stories. Being HIV positive, | had
to come out again. It’s very similar process. When I worked with HIV
positive people, it’s like finding a safe space, you don’t need to tell all your
family at once. It’s usually good to feel comfortable with yourself when

you’ve got to come out to talk to these people.
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Keisuke: Actually, that reminded me that [ came out as being HIV positive
after the wedding happened. I came out as gay, marriage, and lastly HIV
positive in 2018.

T.J.: All of these things are taking some time, and it’s combination of efforts
and different sides of coming out.

Keisuke: After moving to San Francisco, I learned that models of people are
very important in the coming out process. I went to San Francisco’s AIDS
foundation and I shared stories and experiences with other gay, bi and
transgender men. I don’t know their gender identities. But still they are
struggling or they are very confident to be gay and HIV positive. It varies.
Races are different. Ages are different. And their background is also different
as to when and how they were infected with HIV. But still they listen, and I
also listen to their stories. That made me comfortable. Without these models
of people, I would have been feeling that I'm alone. I’'m the only one to
struggle with this: gay, Japanese and also HIV positive. Three burdens are
on my shoulder. Once I get models that other people have similar experiences,
and also sharing experiences. I think definitely that changed me.
Yoshimoto: That’s a good point. My students often tell me that there is no
role model in Japan. There is no Ellen DeGeneres, and celebrities in Japan
do not come out. So, they can’t picture the future, and that is a really scary
thing for them. That’s why I’'m doing this, to present role models.

John: I think role models are extremely useful. When we were at a Japanese
university giving talks about coming out and marriage equality, this

university had a center where students could come and get support. There
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was a student who wanted to speak to us privately. She was struggling with
her sexuality. She really wanted to be able to tell her friends and family, and
she was very scared of doing so. What we tried to do was listen. First of all,
listen so that she could just say what her experience was. Tell what was true
for her. As we listened, we thought about what we could say to her that could
be helpful. What occurred to me was very simple. Just look at her and say,
“You are beautiful, and you are great just the way you are. You don’t need to
change.” It was a sort of magical moment -- I noticed as I said those words,
tears flowed from her eyes. To me, it is universal that we have this
internalized feeling that we are not OK, that we are second class. And you
need to have somebody that is able to tell you or remind you that you are
actually great, you are beautiful, your love is beautiful just the way you are.
And you need to tell yourself this too. And the story was very lovely. She
told her family. The next year, she was at Tokyo Rainbow Pride. She was
there saying, “I’m OK.” She had joined the LGBTQ students group. She was
in the process of building acceptance and confidence. The last time I was in
Kyoto, when we were speaking last year in Osaka, I went to Manshu-in
temple. I saw the Japanese proverb written there, “The post that sticks out
from the ground gets pounded down.” But there was a second saying below
it which I’d never heard of, “The post that does not stick out will eventually
rot in the ground.” This is the universal challenge. We want to be part of the
larger community and if we don’t take that risk, we hurt ourselves. In Japan,
we believe some gay people told us the same message that we were talking

about in the Chinese New Year Parade. We are taking a deep bow to the
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culture and respect for the culture. We as LGBTQ people are also at the same
time part of this culture. That being gay is not actually contrary to the culture
as what you might think, even the American culture, Christianity and all that.
Or saying in the Japanese culture, the tradition of being very conformist, we
are actually part of that whole. And it’s OK to stick out too a little bit. Being
gay is a little different from the majority. And Japanese people told us that
being different is something that many Japanese, not only LGBTQ people,
struggle with. The truth is that a lot of people are a little different from what
the shared idea that you have to be is. It’s something that people can relate
to in other ways. The film “Of Love and Law” talks about that in all sorts of
different ways.’

Keisuke: Also, I’d like to emphasize that safety is very important. One of
my Japanese friends also got married here in San Francisco. But when he
came out to his parents, they tried to kill him. To come out to the community
and society can be very risky sometimes. That’s why I can’t enforce all of
gay people to come out.

John: Some Japanese people told us that very bad things can happen, like
you suffered with your family lineage, but there is also fear. Fear can be
worse than the reality. Fear certainly took over my mind. I was terrified about
my family but they were accepting. It’s important to try to understand when
it’s really fear that is not letting you become who you can be.

Yoshimoto: As Stuart said, it doesn’t have to be family that you come out to.
But it can be the person you can trust. And from this person, you can come

out to other people. Then you can feel acceptance little by little.
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T.J.: Going back to National Coming Out Day, [ remember back in 80s, when
I was in college, there was LGBT day where everybody in LGBT, straight
and allies would wear a purple shirt. Supposedly nobody knew who is gay
and who 1is straight. It was about other people building up visibility on
campus. In Japan, I was totally shocked in Tokyo every man wears white
shirt for work. So, it is like a little thing, even if it just starts up with a little
pin badge.

Stuart: A pink triangle pin badge would work.'

T.J.: There are subtle things you can do. I also think role models are very
important. When I was a kid, there were only two gay characters on TV. He
was actually a straight man playing a very effeminate gay man so he could
live with two girls for cheap rent, which was horrible. Once HIV and AIDs
hit, every character, if you are lucky enough to have a character, there is no
lesbian character on TV, there is a gay character that magically gets HIV and
dies. They never had a relationship. They were always single. Because one
bad sexual night or something, the full story is like that. Also, about coming
out, related to fear, people have to be OK with the fact that there are going
to be some people who reject them. Friends and family. And that’s OK. We
build family, what we call ‘chosen family’ which is stronger with all the
people in your life.

Stuart: In Tokyo, one professor invited us to talk at her class. Then, she
assigned her students next week to write their reaction. She sent them to us.
We looked at one of the reactions, and it’s clearly a coming-out story. After

the student heard our talk, he decided to come out to the rest of the class as
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ethnically Korean. He said that if these two married gay men came from
America to talk to our class to tell us who they really are, then I can tell my
classmates who I really am. And he had been able to pass in all this time
because nobody realized he is ethnically Korean. There was no reason he had
to come out. But he felt he was living a lie. He actually wanted to be who he
really was. So, he told them. The professor said that the class was wonderful.
It was just an example. But I like the story because to me students didn’t hear
a gay story from us, but they heard a broader message about authenticity in
your life, and the ability of everybody to live a life to full potential as who
they really are.

John: We two gave a talk together. What we hoped was because we are
coming from an outside culture, we could talk very personally. Maybe it
helped create a little bit of openness in the air, and people felt that maybe
they could talk more personally. I learn from cross-cultural opportunities. It’s
a way of being a little bit more open.

Keisuke: I guess personal stories are very important to start a conversation.
When I gave a talk at Ryukoku University in August 2017, a couple of
questions came to my desk at the end. Some were about compatibility
between Buddhist doctrine and same-sex marriage. It might be important,
but rather than talking about academic stuff, I guess we need to speak and
share personal experiences, otherwise the real voices are missing. That’s my

opinion.
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International Same-Sex Marriage

T.J.: Going back to marriage equality in Japan, I’'m sure it can happen. I’'m
not sure if it happens as quickly as it did in the US. If you look at a movie
like “Hafu”,! it’s even difficult for mixed races to find an apartment. There
were a guy from Ethiopia and his Japanese-Korean wife. As soon as they
find out he is African, they would not let them move in. For me, there is a lot
of work to make it happen. But look what is happening in Taiwan. Taiwan is
accepting same sex marriage, and it’s an Asian country next to you. When [
was over there, when we were holding hands, they looked at us. But as soon
as they realized that I was gaijin, a foreigner, some people stared at me with
hostility and some people didn’t care about it and just turned away. Japanese
people can be very direct sometimes, but it doesn’t matter to me, as [ knew I
was not going to be robbed or mugged.

John: We as non-Japanese, have a sort of privilege when we are in Japan, as
we are a guest, a white guest or mixed-race guest. When I’ve been to Japan
myself, I tell everybody that I can that I’'m gay. Because I want to learn what
they say. I want to learn. I’'m not living in Japan. It doesn’t matter. And I
know they don’t have a gun. So, what can they do to me? It’s been very
interesting in a sense. | was at a restaurant in Kyoto. Long story short, there
was a Japanese straight couple and me, and they asked me “What made you
come to Japan?” And I said, “To talk about gay marriage.” I remember the
woman said with a big surprise, “Oh.” I didn’t say it over and over again, but

it was clear that | have a husband. We started talking about tea ceremonies,
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and they invited me for a tea ceremony at their house. At the end of the
ceremony, the wife gave me a gift. It was funny. It was a female purse, and
she said, “For your wife.” And her husband reminded her that I’'m gay, and

"’

she said, “For your mother!” It’s an interesting thing. They have now met a
gay person. Hopefully the next time, they will understand more and be a little
different.

Keisuke: If we go back to Japan to take over the temple, I’m still an heir of
the temple, T.J. cannot stay more than 3 months because of immigration
rights.

T.J.: I guess we will be the first openly gay Buddhist temple in Japan.
John: There is openly gay Buddhist temple in Taipei. So why not?

T.J.: We met several other legacy people like Keisuke, who are gay and could
stay in the closet to get married, so that they don’t want to bring shame on
their family.

John: How does it feel that your legally married husband can only stay for
3 months in Japan?

Keisuke: Indignation. But my feelings are very ambivalent. I’m still holding
fear. I don’t want to be rejected again by the Buddhist organization in Japan.
I’'m fearful of leading advocacy in Japan. I’'m traumatized by harassment.
For instance, [ had to go to hostess clubs with male colleagues and got offers
of several arranged marriage. Once one of the colleagues knew that I’'m
familiar with gay bars in Hiroshima, he kind of outed my sexuality to other
people. Then I left. But here it’s different. The Buddhist Churches of America

recognizes the diversity of gender identity and sexual orientation more as
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human rights. They are more sensitive. I personally think that is because they
experienced discrimination by the government as Japanese Americans. The
history changed their attitude toward minorities.

John: In fact, the Japanese American Citizens League were the first non-gay
organization in America, except for ACLU, American Civil Liberties Union,
to support gay marriage. Because of actually what you said, knowing the
feeling of being excluded and mistreated because of who you are. How does
it feel emotionally? If you were straight and married a woman, she could
come to Japan as your wife for a lifetime, right? Because he is a man and
you are gay, T.J. has only 3 months rather than a lifetime. How does this feel
personally?

Keisuke: Sad. Very sad. Even when I got married, I asked the consulate of
Japan in San Francisco, “Can I change my passport name?” They said, “No.
It’s not legal in Japan.”

T.J.: When we fly to Japan, he uses Japanese passport and when we come
back he uses his green card to enter the US.

Keisuke: I think I’'m not ready to advocate to the Japanese government.
Sooner or later my father likes to retire, so I have to decide whether I stay
here or go back with T.J.

John: But you are also quietly advocating simply by your personal stories.
From what [ hear, you are being asked to choose between your Japanese
lineage, and your tradition, and your family for choosing being yourself. But
you wish you could be both.

Keisuke: My family is accepting my marriage and sexuality, but it’s
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questionable if Japanese communities in Japan would accept in the same way.
They are not discriminating against by violence, but they are by keeping

silent.

What We Can Do at University

Yoshimoto: In the past 2 or 3 years, we have invited many speakers, and one
of them 1s Keisuke. And the university now has 65 gender neutral restrooms
on campus. We have a student LGBTQ group now. Our university made an
official policy not to discriminate against people in terms of gender identity
and sexual orientation. Do you think there is anything else the university can
do for LGBTQ students, staff and faculty?

Stuart: I was thinking of some things that were successful ways to have
visibility and safety at my university. [ was a university student 34 years ago.
There were activities that were appropriate for however out or not out you
were. For example, if you were not out, something that could still be very
helpful would be to have visible faculty member, who is not a role model
like a celebrity like Ellen, but a role model like, “Oh look, here is somebody
who i1s openly gay and has a job.” This is just one example. It was very
helpful to me when I was a student that there was a gay faculty member. He
published research on medieval same-sex marriage. The fact that he existed
was a sort of comfort to me. Also, there were programs and issues that could
be covered in student newspapers. I could be completely closeted, but I could

read the student newspaper and see “Oh look, there are gay students on
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campus.” Another thing that could be very safe would be to have a speaker.
It might be publicized on newspapers or on posters on campus. Maybe you
go and listen. Or maybe you are too scared to go. You just know that gay
people are coming to speak. There are many things like that to raise visibility.
There are all sorts of ways, big and small that you could participate. Also at
my university for example there was a safe space where you could come and
maybe meet other gay students or meet up with a counselor,'> whatever it
was, that would be considered more private and safe. There are other things
for gay students as well, for example, like a book of the month club, like a
discussion group. We could read a book and discuss what it means to us.
There was a film series. More public things would be rallies and celebrations.
We also did activism together. There were issues in the university health
service and we wrote petitions and collected signatures. So that was very
visible activity. Another thing we did was called “Gay Straight Discussion”.
It was a discussion group where somebody who is willing to tell their stories
as a gay person would come and tell their stories. There were both straight
persons and gay people there to listen. People could ask questions to the gay
student, like: “For you, what was it like growing up gay?” For the people
who are speaking it is very visible activity. But gay people in the audience
could just sit in the back and not say a word. Just observe. There are range
of things that can be done at university, from very private to very public and
somewhere in between.

Keisuke: As I experienced working at University of California, San

Francisco, there was a long orientation about sexual harassment and gender
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identity several times. I think cultivating sensitivity to diversity for new
students and new employees is very important, so they raise awareness
everyone is related to these issues. That’s a small suggestion 1 give for
Ryukoku University.

John: You can put on a badge that says you support LGBTQ people. It
doesn’t have to say “l am gay.” Everybody supports LGBTQ people on
National Coming Out Day. You could have a day on campus. You could have
a special gay day where people show their support.

Keisuke: Before starting an internship at University of California, San
Francisco, there was a mandatory online course. Without taking it, we cannot
start working there. It would take 6 or 7 hours to finish the course on sexual
harassment. Basically, we learn through the online course cases of lawsuits,
and how both a petitioner and respondent reconcile.

Stuart: These are steps. In my university in the 1980s, there was a group of
students who actively talked to the administration to adopt the official non-
discrimination policy for the entire university to apply to staff in hiring and
employment, to students, to campus life, and to academic life. When gay
people first proposed it, people said this is a crazy idea, like this university
will never do that, like you are wasting your time. But years later, the

university did it.

Same-Sex Marriage as Role Models

Yoshimoto: Do you think legalizing same-sex marriage is a good role model
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for younger generations?

John: Yes. There was a study done in the US and published by Harvard and
Johns Hopkins University.!* It analyzed teenage suicide attempts. They
found that in states that had full marriage equality in the US before the law
became nationwide, there were 134000 fewer (7% fewer) suicide attempts
by high school students. It goes back to the value of having dignity and
respect and marriage equality, because it is equality under the law for your
love that gives the sense of well-being for a young LGBTQ person, because
they are not excluded because of who they are, and whom they love.
Stuart: When we first got married, we had been together for 17 years. It was
very interesting the effect our marriage had on friends and family who had
all known us for years as a couple. When we got married, something changed.
They wanted to give us gifts. They wanted to celebrate us. They wanted to
know what it meant to us. Some people said something that actually
surprised us. My younger brother has known John for much of his life. When
we got married, we were all sitting around the dinner table one day, and he
stood up and walked over to John, and he said, “Oh my god, you are now my
brother-in-law now. I have a brother-in-law.” And he gave him a big hug. We
are now a family, even though my family had been very welcoming all those
years. It made a very profound difference, not just to the couples getting
married, but also to the people in their lives. I think people learned a lot about
what it meant. Some people were very accepting, but they never had thought
about what it means to be able to get married or not. Straight people really

don’t think about it. It’s just something they do. Suddenly they would ask us,
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“What rights and responsibilities do you get when you get married? We got
married, but we don’t know what we get.” We would answer that there are
1,138 federal rights that come with marriage. We taught them about marriage.
They have never thought what it means for gay friends that cannot get
married. | feel that the entire country was learning by experiencing it. The
opinion polls which show where the public agree or disagree of gay couples
getting married. It has completely flipped from approximately 30%
approval and 70% disapproval to almost 70% approval now nationwide. And
it happened very quickly, and it actually happened because we were able to
get married, so now people see: “Oh, my neighbor got married. My cousin
got married. My uncle got married. My boss got married.” So, it’s like a
fulfillment of this idea that Harvey Milk said if every gay person suddenly
came out, discrimination would end. When LGBTQ people got married,
everybody suddenly realized how many gay people they have in their lives.
People hadn’t realized how many gay married people that they would have
in their lives.

Yoshimoto: Once it was possible, it made it more visible.

Stuart: Yes, it made it more real.

John: And there are some hopes in Japan too that things could change

quicker if some of the laws changes.

U COEHKRNTHONT 2018 F 9 ALK, HERRRETE TED THLRKOHIEN
BEoTWA,

After this discussion was held in September 2018, Oizumi town in Gunma Prefecture and
Chiba City started to issue similar same-sex partnership certificates.
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Harvey Milk: A symbolic figure of American LGBT movement. He cut a figure in the 1970s
as a human right activist, and became the first openly-gay official when elected to the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors in 1977. In 1978, however, he was assassinated by his
colleague. The 2008 Gas Van Sant film ‘Milk" depicts his life, and was nominated for 8
categories at the 81st Academy Award including Best Picture, and won Best Actor in a
Leading Role and Best Original Screenplay.

3 Daughters of Bilitis: Del Martin & Phyllis Lyon (2 & > T 1955 FICH > 7 5 >R O
TRIZRESNI-HE, hIv I T 7 b5 E2TNDLEADTR— FPREEE
NRAY T 2aTINDAL DEFIZDOWTDOEBRREEITHR > T,

Daughters of Bilitis is an association founded by Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon in San
Francisco in 195b. It supported women who were afraid to come out, and taught about the
rights of lesbian, gay and bisexual people.

* The NAMES Project @ AIDS X &Y 7)LFJ)L b 1987 F(ICH > 7T XTI -
7-EE T, BETIIAARZECHREDRICLE>TWD, AIDS TEL B >7- A4 %18
K BENTCRIEPEAICBDMADABICEWED/NY L &% F L MTRERWLEDE
T EWHER,

The NAMES Project’'s AIDS memorial quilts: It began as a movement in San Francisco in
1987 and spread all over the world including Japan. Commemorating the person who died
of AIDS, their friends and families stitch the names and keepsakes into quilts.

5 Marriage Equality USA: 1998 F(CRIER & 117 NGO, K24 AU EDEEA W
%o

Marriage Equality USA is an NGO founded in 1998, which has more than 40000 members
in the US.

¢ RIS N/IcHRET7 LT RUEEEZREBE T 2H2DOFRTAL DLOFICEIEE
BE (RE74E7) PMEENICERYAENTLES 2L, AELINIRET 4 £
THRBNE, TLEAEBETH> THMORUEE I L THRBRZRW Y, BS
BEICHE-7-Y. BEEERDEIICOAEN 7Y T 5,

Internalized homophobia: In a hetero-normative society, people unconsciously have
homophobia. If internalized homophobia is strong, even a gay person dislikes other gay

people, and it may lead to self-hatred or low self-esteem.
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Ellen DeGeneres: American comedian and actress. She became popular as a standup
comedian, and is known for her talk show “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” and hosting two
Academy Award ceremonies. She came out as lesbian on her show “Ellen” in 1997. She
was awarded a Medal of Freedom by President Obama, saying her coming out
“accelerated our nation’s constant drive into equality and acceptance for all.”

8 ZD® 2008 FICHY T HILZTHNEERHED [RAMEEZZDLVOITINEEER
THd] EOYAZETTA, FAFE 1L BICAMEEEEZEILET S 1285 IC2LWTD
FEREEMTOAN., ATARINTz, B 7HILZTIMNIEWTRIEBEI A I N-D
I$2013F, 7A U DDTRTOMIZEWNTREIMEBELN AT I N/I-DIL 2015 FD Z
Eo

Later the Supreme Court of California found that banning same-sex marriage violated
states Constitution in 2008. From November same year to June 2013, however, same-sex
marriage was halted due to Proposition 8, a state constitutional amendment barring
same-sex marriage. It was in 2015 when same-sex marriage was legalized in all states of
the US.

O IBEEK]  AREDHITN— b —THIENTHEL THELHAELTORE %
S3EMICHIZYiIRFE LIz 2008 FERFED R F a2 A2 —R@, £Z2 DI =@ AD
LbHEDHLLIEZROTEI AL FEAINTLS

Of Love and Law: A 2018 documentary film deplctmg the lives of the Japanese gay lawyer
couple: Kazuyuki Minami and Masafumi Yoshida. The film delineates various people living
in present-day Japan who struggle to be true to themselves.

VO By bTAT7 7 BERERKREAH. F T XOBEINAFTICAN SN
A7 DFSEonNTWZT vy,
Pink triangle: A Nazi concentration camp badges for gay men.

LU A= 1 2006 ERNFED FF 2 X2 —BR@E, AT ["—7] ELTEZES5
ADHEEFEOLRIZEBY, FoOBANIZEHROBECIIHZHEHL TWLS

Hafu: A 2015 Japanese documentary film. It describes mixed feelings and positions of 5
racially mixed people living in present-day Japan.

12 =7 - IR=: FICHEBBELEICHEVWT, ZENCHENLAREICEART 52
EDIRWERT, 74U hTIE, Queer Resource Center D ZFRT I_GBTQ %EE@‘E
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T ANR—REHFELTWDEREND B,
Safe space: A space created for students who feel marginalized to come together and talk
about their experiences without being discriminated against and judged. In the US, a safe

space for LGBTQ students is often called Queer Resource Center.

13 Raifman J, Moscoe E, Austin BS, McConnell M. 2017. Difference-in-Difference
Analysis of the Association between State Same-Sex Marriage Policies and Adolescent
Suicide Attempts. JAMA pediatrics 171 (4) :350-356.
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